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ANNOUNCING ELIOT SMITH DANCE  
SPRING SEASON 2023:  “HUMAN” 
- A TOUR OF ELECTRIFYING SOLOS 
 
This season, one exceptional dancer, YAMIT SALAZAR, is preparing for a night of 
electrifying solos created by award winning choreographer ELIOT SMITH and multi 
prize-winning composer ADAM JOHNSON.  It promises to be a performance like no 
other in spring 2023. 
 
HUMAN is an explosive performance of mesmerising solos, exploring the joys, the 
sorrows, the idiocies, and the brilliance of anything human. 
 
From cutting-edge contemporary movement and pumping folklore to exhilarating 
commercial dancing, this ‘up close and personal’ night of brilliant dance will set your 
heart racing. 
 
The performances will take place in May and June and will visit Gateshead, Berwick-
upon-Tweed, Warkworth, Newbiggin-by-the-Sea and Darlington. 
 
“For the first time ESD is presenting a programme of solos, and I feel honoured to 
create on one exceptional dancer who constantly inspires me. I am equally grateful 
to be collaborating with the highly respected composer Adam Johnson – collectively 
to create an up close and personal night of memorable dance and music. The solos 
will embrace a new vision, showcasing a mixture of styles that offer a rich 
contemporary narrative, with multiple points of access for audiences to be inspired 
and enjoy,” says Eliot Smith, the Company’s Creative Director. 
 
There will be opportunities to watch company rehearsals, and for children, young 
people and adults to engage in community workshops across the North East. 
 
ESD is also offering free tickets for people who are struggling with the cost of living, 
giving them the opportunity to attend ESD's live dance performances, or for pay-
what-you-can donations. 
 
The main aim is to support families with children who would normally attend 
performances but are unable to afford tickets now that disposable income has been 
reduced and families are prioritising money on food and heating. ESD also hopes 
this scheme will benefit young people who have never experienced live dance 
performances. More details on how to access the free tickets will be announced as 
the season progresses. 
 



 
The spring 2023 season will be supported by a new ESD crowdfund campaign which 
will be launched on 09 January 2023, with in-kind support from Woodhorn Museum 
and Gateway Studio. 
 
To find out more visit, www.eliotsmithdance.com/events 
 
ENDS 
 
Notes to editors:  
 
Venue, Dates and Times: 
Newbiggin Maritime Centre, NEWBIGGIN-BY-THE-SEA, Friday 26 May 7.30pm   
The Maltings, BERWICK-UPON-TWEED, Friday 02 June 8.00pm 
Warkworth Memorial Hall, WARKWORTH, Saturday 10 June 7.30pm 
Darlington Hippodrome (Hullabaloo Theatre), DARLINGTON, Thursday 15 June 
7.30pm 
Sage Gateshead (Sage Two), GATESHEAD, Friday 23 June 8.00pm 
 
Available for interview:  
Eliot Smith, Choreographer and Creative Director  
Yamit Salazar, Dancer 
Adam Johnson, Composer  
 
For further information, images, or to arrange interviews please contact: 
Eliot Smith, by email at eliot@eliotsmithdance.com or by phone on 07947 482 944 
 
Image credit:  
Image 1 : ESD Dancer Yamit Salazar. Photographer Will Allen 
 
Eliot Smith Dance is a North East leading contemporary dance company.  The 
group is based in Gateshead and rehearses predominately in Northumberland.  Led 
by its founder and creative director Eliot Smith, the Company has performed for 
audiences in their hundreds across North East England and other parts of the UK, 
and has performed by invitation in Paris, Rome, and New York.   
 
The Company has built up a rich repertoire, consisting of more than 27 works and 
still growing, created by Eliot Smith and guest choreographers from the UK and 
around the world – aiming to create works that are dynamic, diverse, and relevant.   
 
ESD created a virtual space launched in light of the pandemic in early 2020 and was 
a refashioning of ESD’s season of activities into a digital form, tailored to allow 
people to continue engaging in and benefiting from dance and culture. ESD returned 
to live performances in July 2021, celebrated their 10th anniversary in 2021 and won 
the first Green Dance Award at the One Dance UK Awards 2022. 
 
Social media channels (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, Tik-Tok) : 
@eliotsmithdance 
 
Email: info@eliotsmithdance.com   
Website: www.eliotsmithdance.com  
Tel: 07947 482 944 
Address: Eliot Smith Dance, Trinity Community Centre, High 
Street, Gateshead,  NE8 1EP 
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